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What is Open Enrollment? 

Each year Medicare Advantage and prescription drug plans change their benefits and 
formularies.  This means your current plan may change including what medications 
covered or your out-of-pocket costs.   Open Enrollment is the time that you can sign up 
for or make changes to a Medicare Advantage Plan or prescription drug coverage.  Any 
changes you make during Open Enrollment will be for coverage beginning January 1, 
2017.  If you are satisfied with your existing plan you do not have to do anything.  
However, we highly recommend that you review your plan in case of any coverage 
changes scheduled for 2017.   

Preparing for Open Enrollment: 

 Prepare a list of all prescribed medications and dosages 
 Determine how much you spent out-of-pocket last year for coverage (this 

includes any co-pays, prescription costs, premiums, deductibles, or other health 
care related costs)   

 Review your existing plan to be aware of any plan changes scheduled for 2017 

Reviewing Your Current Medicare Plan 

In October you should have received a letter from your current Medicare plan(s) 
notifying you of any changes to your plan including changes to the monthly premium, 
co-payments, or the list of medications covered, also known as the formulary.  Some 
questions to ask yourself to evaluate if your current plan will meet your healthcare 
needs in the upcoming year: 

 Will my deductible, premium, or co-payments increase? If so, how much? 
 Will all of my medications still be covered? 
 Will there be new restrictions (prior authorization, step therapy, etc.) on my 

drugs? 
 Will my pharmacy still be within the plan network? 
 Will all of my doctors still be within the plan network? 
 Have I been happy with the plan’s overall coverage? 



 
 

After you review your plan you can decide if you would like to keep your existing plan 
or change your plan.  If you choose to remain on your current plan you are done with 
the Open Enrollment process and do not need to take further action.  Your plan will 
renew automatically.  However, if you choose to change your plan your next step is to 
shop for a new plan. 

Signing Up or Changing Your Medicare plan 

There are many tools available to help you determine the best plan for you and help 
you compare the costs, coverage, and formularies of available plans.   

 Online visit www.medicare.gov to use the Medicare Plan Finder.  For help 
navigating www.medicare.gov  

 Or call the Medicare Toll Free Number 1-800-MEDICARE (633-4227) 
 The Medicare Rights Center produced this helpful guide to Open Enrollment at 

http://blog.medicarerights.org/navigating-fall-open-enrollment/ 
 The Center for Medicare Advocacy offers a number of helpful educational 

resources at http://www.medicareadvocacy.org/.  
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